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Resolution No. 138-25

The Logan County Board of Commissioners met in regular open session on this date of June 24, 2025 with full
board present.

Mr. Michael E. Yoder moved that the following resolution be adopted:

RE: A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE EXISTING LOGAN COUNTY OHIO LODGING
TAX REGULATIONS TO EXPAND COLLECTION OF LODGING TAX ON SHORT-TERM
RENTALS; AND MAKING RELATED AUTHORIZATIONS AND UPDATES TO THE
LOGAN COUNTY LODGING TAX REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to authority granted in Ohio Revised Code § 5739.09 the Board of County
Commissioners of Logan County, Ohio adopted Resolution No. 149-89 on March 14, 1989, to levy an excise tax on
transactions by which lodging by a hotel is or is to be furnished to transient guests in Logan County, and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Logan County, Ohio amended this by Resolution No.
97-96 on February 27, 1996, and again by Resolution No. 124-08 on March 27, 2008, and

WHEREAS, the Ohio Legislature amended the state lodging-tax statute (ORC § 5739.091) to give counties,
townships, and municipalities the option to treat establishments with fewer than five rooms as “hotels” for the
purposes of lodging tax collection effective September 5, 2001, and

WHEREAS, Logan County has seen a significant increase in short-term lodging over the past decade such
that available lodging provided by short-term rentals in the County now exceeds the lodging available through
traditional hotels.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of L.ogan County, Ohio,
that this Board hereby establishes the following regulations for the expansion, administration, and enforcement of
the Lodging Tax in Logan County, Ohio and authorizes the Board of County Commissioners to enter into a three (3)
year agreement with the Logan County Visitors Bureau (the “Visitors Bureau™) to be the recipient of all Logan
County Lodging Tax dollars, which are to be used for purposes of promoting countywide tourism. The agreement
shall be reviewed for continuation and modification as outlined in that agreement.

This updated Lodging Tax regulation shall apply to all Lodging stays by transient guests occurring January 1, 2026,
or later regardless of when the transaction or reservation for such Lodging stay was or is secured.

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS
“Board” means the Board of Commissioners of Logan County, Ohio




“Hotel” means every establishment kept, used, maintained, advertised, or held out to the public to be a place where
sleeping accommodations are offered to guests, regardless of the number of rooms used for the accommodation of
such guests in accordance with ORC § 5739.091.

“Lodging” is an all-encompassing term that includes traditional hotels and short-term rentals. It means every
establishment kept, used, maintained, advertised, or held out to the public to be a place where sleeping
accommodations are offered for consideration to transient guests for overnight stays, in which one or more rooms
are used for the accommodation of such guests, whether such rooms are one or several structures. A lodging shall be
defined as any structure with running water and electricity. This includes but is not limited to hotels, motels, bed and
breakfasts, cottages, cabins, condominiums, vacation homes, and short-term rentals.

“Lodging Tax” means the excise tax levied by the Board on places of Lodging in Logan County, Ohio pursuant to
ORC § 5739.09.

“Short-term rental” (STR): is a dwelling, or portion of a dwelling, rented out for stays of less than 30 consecutive
days. These can include entire homes, individual rooms, or accessory dwelling units (ADUs), bed and breakfasts,
cottages, cabins, condominiums, and vacation homes. STRs can be owner occupied or entirely used by transient
guests.

“Occupancy” means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession, of any lodging establishment for
dwelling or sleeping purposes.

“Transaction” means the charge by a place of Lodging for each occupancy by transient guests of a room or suite.
“Transient Guests” mean persons occupying a room or rooms in a place of Lodging for sleeping accommodations of
less than thirty (30) consecutive days.

“Vendor” means the person, corporation or other entity who is the owner, lessee or operator of a Lodging
establishment.

“Visitors Bureau” means the Logan County Visitors Bureau as operating within the Logan County Chamber of
Commerce organization or as may become an independent stand-alone entity.

Section 2: ADMINISTRATIVE FEE

After receiving the monthly lodging tax from all vendors, the Board shall distribute the funds according to the
agreement in place between the Board and the Visitors Bureau. The Auditor shall withhold from the lodging tax
funds collected the real and actual cost of administering tax collection which shall be not more than 3% of the tax
collected plus any cost of tax enforcement, including without limitation, court costs, attorney’s fees or other
administrative expenses incurred in collection.

SECTION 3. IMPOSITION OF LODING TAX

A Lodging Tax is levied on all transactions in which Lodging is furnished to transient guests in Logan County. The
tax rate shall be three percent (3%), representing the county's share of the Lodging Tax. This amendment does not
preclude any municipal corporation or township within Logan County from levying and collecting its own lodging
tax. Combined lodging taxes, including both county and local levies, may total up to a maximum of six percent (6%o)

as permitted under Ohio Revised Code 5739.08—5739.094.

Lodging tax shall be paid by the transient guest to the vendor, and each vendor shall collect from the transient guest
the full and exact amount of the Lodging Tax payable on each transaction. The Lodging Tax shall be collected by
the vendor at the time of payment by the transient guest. Lodging Tax payments shall be collected and remitted to



the Logan County Treasurer's Office on a monthly basis along with all required documentation as outlined in
sections 4 and 5.

If the transaction is claimed to be exempt, the transient guest must furnish to the vendor certification specifying the
reason that the transaction is not legally subject to the Lodging Tax. If no certification is obtained, it shall be
presumed that the L.odging Tax applies.

SECTION 4 — REQUIRED RECORDS. INSPECTION. AND DESTRUCTION

Each vendor shall keep complete and accurate records of lodging furnished, together with a record of the Lodging
Tax collected thereon, and shall keep all invoices and such other pertinent documents. If the vendor furnishes
lodging not subject to the Lodging Tax, the vendors’ records shall show the identity of the transient guest if the
transaction was exempted by reason of such identity, or the nature of the exemption if exempted for any other
reason. Such records and other documents shall be made available for inspection and copying by the Board,
Logan County Auditor or the auditor's designee as may be necessary to determine compliance with this
resolution and tax payment. Any vendor which fails to make records available within ten (10) business days after
notice from the Board or County Auditor shall be deemed to have failed to file a return for the period sought to be
audited and shall be subject to all penalties and interests for failing to file a return as of the date said return was
due.

Lodging Tax documents shall be preserved for a period of four years, unless the Board, in writing, consents to their
destruction within that period, or by order requires that they be kept longer.

SECTION 5. ACCOUNT REGISTRATION. REPORTING, AND COMPLIANCE

All lodging vendors, including owners and managers of short-term rental properties, are required to register their
property with Logan County and maintain an active registration status for as long as the property is being operated
as a Lodging establishment. Failure to register a Lodging establishment or maintain an active registration status may
be considered a violation of this regulation and may result in penalties or enforcement actions as detailed in Section
7.

Additionally, vendors must create and maintain an account on the Logan County designated lodging tax collection
platform. This account shall be used to:

- Report monthly lodging activity

- Remit lodging taxes owed to Logan County

- Maintain updated contact and property information

- Submit documentation upon request, including exemption forms and audit responses

Failure to establish or maintain an account may be considered non-compliance with this regulation and may result in
penalties or enforcement action as outlined in Section 7.

Each vendor shall report and remit taxes monthly, on or before the twentieth (20 day of the month following the
reporting period. Reports must detail total rents received, taxes collected, any claimed exemptions, and such other
information as the Board deems necessary for the proper administration of the Lodging Tax.

The Board may authorize vendors whose Lodging Tax liability is not such as to merit monthly returns, as
determined by the Board upon the basis of administrative costs to the Board, to make and file returns at less frequent
intervals. Such authorization shall be in writing and shall indicate the intervals at which returns are to be filed.

Reports and payments are considered delinquent if not received or postmarked by the deadline. All tax collection
and remittance procedures fall under the authority granted to the County pursuant to ORC § 5739.09.



SECTION 6. Tax paid by transient guest: False evidence of tax-exempt status.
No transient guest shall refuse to pay the full and exact Lodging Tax as required by this resolution or present to the
vendor false evidence indicating that the lodging as furnished is not subject to the Tax.

SECTION 7. ENFORCEMENT. PENALTIES. AND INTEREST

Any vendor who fails to file a return under this Resolution shall, for each day he so fails, forfeit and pay the sum of
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each and every day the return is late up to a maximum of ten percent (10%) of
the total tax due, plus interest on any amount due and unpaid at a maximum per annum rate as provided by ORC §
5703.47.

If non-payment is determined to be fraudulent, a penalty of twenty-five percent (25%) shall apply. The Board or
Logan County Auditor may conduct, or cause to be conducted, audits and investigations to enforce compliance.

In accordance with ORC § 5739.094, if a lodging tax levied under ORC § 5739.09 remains unpaid, the Board may
certify the delinquent amount, including any applicable penalties and interest, to the Logan County Auditor by
September 1% of each year. The Auditor shall then place the certified amount on the tax list against the property
where the lodging is provided. This amount shall constitute a lien on the property and shall be collected in the same
manner as property taxes. The lien shall be released immediately upon full payment of the certified amount.

Beyond a property tax lien, failure to remit the tax may also result in civil collection proceedings. Unpaid taxes,
interest, and penalties shall constitute a debt to Logan County and may be collected by civil action or referred to the
Logan County Prosecutor for enforcement.

SECTION 8 VENDOR TO COLLECT TAX: PROHIBITION AGAINST REBATES

No vendor shall fail to collect the full and exact Lodging Tax as required by this resolution. No vendor shall refund,
remit or rebate to a transient guest, either directly or indirectly, any of the Tax levied pursuant to this resolution, or
make in any form of advertising verbal or otherwise, any statements which might imply that he is absorbing the Tax,
or paying the Tax for the transient guest by an adjustment of prices, or furnishing lodging at the price including the
Tax or rebating the Tax in any other manner.

SECTION 9 FRAUDULENT AND DELINQUENT REPORTS. AND AUDITS

No person, including any officer of a corporation or employees of a corporation having control or supervision of
or charged with the responsibility of filing returns, shall fail to file any return or report required to be filed by this
resolution, or file or cause to be filed any incomplete, false, or fraudulent return, report or statement, or aid or
abet another in the filing of any false or fraudulent return or statement.

If any vendor required to file monthly returns under this resolution fails, for two consecutive months or for three
or more months within a twelve-month period, to file such returns when due or to pay the Lodging Tax thereon,
or if any vendor authorized by the Board to file returns at less frequent intervals, fails on two or more occasions
within a twenty-four month period, to file such returns when due or to pay the Tax due thereon, the Board may
require such vendor to furnish security in an amount equal to the average Tax liability of the vendor for a period
of one year, as determined by the Board from a review of returns or other information pertaining to such vendor,
which amount shall in no event be less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). The security may be in the form of
an advance Tax payment to be applied to pay the Tax due on subsequent returns, or a corporate surety bond,
satisfactory to the Board, conditioned upon payment of the Tax due with the returns from the vendor. The
security must be filed within ten days following the vendor's receipt of the notice from the Board of its
requirements.

SECTION 10. FAILURE TO COLLECT AND REPORT TAX

If a vendor fails to report or remit the Lodging Tax, the Logan County Treasurer's Office may estimate the tax owed
and issue an assessment. Vendors have ten (10) days to request a hearing; otherwise, the assessment becomes final.
This process is permitted under the County’s tax enforcement authority outlined in ORC § 5739.09.




SECTION 11. UNIFORM RETURN OF LODGING TAX TO LOCAL JURISDICTION

After deducting the real and actual costs of administering the tax, each municipal corporation or township that does
not levy an excise tax on the transactions shall be paid ten-percent (10%) of the net collected in the municipal
corporation or in the unincorporated portion of the township from each transaction.

SECTION 12. SEVERABILITY
If any provision of this regulation is found to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder shall continue in full force

and effect.

Mr. Greg Fitzpatrick seconded the motion.

Roll call resulted as follows:
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I, De De Doss, Clerk/Administrator, hereby certify this to be a true copy of the proceedings as taken from the
minutes of the meeting of the Logan County Commissioners on this date of June 24, 2025.

De De Doss, Administrative Clerk



